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The Loft, our teen space on the second 

floor, is now reserved for the exclusive 

use of patrons 11 to 18 years old during 

certain hours.

Under a policy approved by the Library 

Board of Trustees in January, only teens 

may use the computers and other areas 

of the Loft from 2 to 7 p.m. Monday 

through Wednesday; 2 to 5 p.m. 

Go to NEW, Page 4

If you’re interested in researching your 

family tree, the library now has access 

to HeritageQuest.

HeritageQuest allows you to search for 

records in obituary indexes, probate 

records, U.S. census records and more. 

You can also start your search by 

looking at records geographically, such 

as European, Russian, South American 

or African records. 

In addition to searching, check out the 

Research Aids tab for tips on getting 

started, using the census, and digging 

deeper into your family history. Local 

maps show you ways in which the 

geography of a state and its counties 

changed over time. 

Go to INTRODUCING, Page 4

Don't miss your chance to find great bargains on 

books, CDs and DVDs at the Wilbraham Friends of the 

Library annual book sale May 5 to 9. 

Your patronage is critical to the Friends' support of the 

library. Each year, the Friends raise roughly $20,000 --  

money used for story times, reading challenge prizes,  

special speakers and presentations, museum passes, 

furnishings and equipment and more. In the days 

before the sale, the Friends are accepting donations of 

books, CDs and DVDs. Children’s books, fiction and 

nonfiction are especially appreciated. Space 

restrictions discourage encyclopedias and Reader’s 

Digest condensed novels, but cookbooks and up-to-

date manuals are welcome. Items can be dropped off 

in the Brooks Room during library hours.

Volunteers are needed to sort books and set up the 

sale. To help, leave your name at the library, 413-596-

6141. 

Book Sale Planned for May 5 to 9; Donation DropOff May 1 to 4

New Loft Policy: 
TeenOnly Hours 

Go to BOOK SALE, Page 2

Expanded Newsletter: Now 6 Pages!

Introducing HeritageQuest For Family Research
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Welcome Spring! And welcome 

Friends!

While I have been a patron of the 

Wilbraham Public Library since I got 

my first library card  – first grade? -- I 

have only been a member of the Friends for a few years. During this time I learned 

a lot about what the Friends do – and what they don’t do.

The Friends are not an exclusive club. This is a group of people who care about 

their library, their town and their neighbors. They have a range of interests, 

backgrounds and commitment levels. Some of us get involved in everything. Some 

take a two-hour shift at the book sale. Some write a check occasionally. Some 

commit to be a board member and attend monthly meetings. 

There is no standard that one must achieve to be a Friend. Every drop helps fill the 

bucket. No matter your life experience, talents, or time 

availability, there is a place for you with the Friends. I would 

encourage you to attend a Friends board meeting to see what we 

are up to and let your voice be heard. We meet monthly on the 

second Tuesday at 4:30 p.m. in the Brooks Room. 

In the meantime, please remember to go through your book 

shelves to cull donations for the Book Sale and to make room for 

the treasures you will surely bring home from the sale.

-  Mary Bandouveres, Friends president  

Letter from the President

Book Sale
From Page 1

Here is this year's 

schedule:

May 1 to 4 :  

Donation drop-off 

days

May 5 to 9: Sale 

open to the public

May 5  is also 

“Opening Day” – As 

a “thank you” for 

your support, 

members of the 

Wilbraham Friends 

of the Library get 

two free books.

May 8 to 9: “Bag 

Sale” days

Spring Trip to Boston Museum
Mark your calendars for the Friends Spring Trip: 

Monday, May 4. We are going to the Massachusetts 

Museum of Fine Arts in Boston for the annual Art in 

Bloom exhibit. Enjoy art from across the MFA's 

collection paired with magnificent floral 

interpretations. Pricing and details to follow.

Here is 

the 

spring 

lineup for the Friends' Film 

Movement series of foreign 

and independent films. All 

screenings start at 7 p.m.

March 30: "The 

Ardennes"

April 27: "Amnesia"

May 18: "Apprentice"

Details on our website, 

under "Events" on the 

toolbar.

At the Movies

Photo courtesy of the Boston MFA



Adult Programs     

Gauguin and French Polynesia
Monday, March 9, 6:30 p.m.

Amy Dane is a lecturer, photographer and worldwide traveler.  
She has a keen interest in art as well.  Amy will share her 
unexpected discoveries about Gauguin along with her own 
experience of visiting the islands of French Polynesia. She will 
try to uncover clues about this enigmatic artist, who left 
France to paint and live in a “primitive” paradise.

Tax Planning for Retirement
Tuesday, March 24th at 6 p.m.

Philip Gallant, a member of the Society of 
Financial Awareness, will discuss tax planning 
for retirement. The recently passed SECURE 
Act may introduce changes in the best way to 
save and plan. Understanding the law and 
how it affects taxes today and in the future 
can help to protect savings. Come and learn 
how to use tax planning to get the most out 
of savings and retirement accounts.  

Portable Herb Garden
Wednesday, April 29, 6 p.m.

Betsy Williams, a local speaker and the author of two books 
about cooking with fresh herbs, will demonstrate how to plant 
a portable herb garden. She will talk about garden 
maintenance and which herbs are best for culinary purposes. 
Betsy will provide tastings of herb butter, nuts and vinegars 
along with recipe sheets. One lucky audience member will win 
the herb garden to take home.

Bloom Funkhouse Duo (Jazz Concert) 
Wednesday, May 13, at 6 p.m.

Flutist Peter H. Bloom and pianist John Funkhouser have 
performed together for 20 years. Their shows cover a range of 
styles, from jazz standards, blues, ballads and bebop to pan-Latin 
soundscapes and free improvisation. Bloom and Funkhouser are 
veterans of the acclaimed Aardvark Jazz Orchestra, and each has 
impressive credentials performing nationally and internationally.  
They play with style and verve.  

Lyme Disease
Saturday, May 16, at 11 a.m.

Lyme disease is the most common vector-borne 
disease in the United States.  While many people 
respond to treatment, some experience ongoing 
problems long afterward. Maria Malaguti, director 
of the Lyme Disease Resource Center in 
Northampton, will offer a presentation on the topic, 
sharing her own personal journey with Lyme 
disease and offering valuable information about 
prevention and treatment.  

Most programs are sponsored by the Friends. Page compiled by Adult Services Librarian Caroline Welch.



Introducing HeritageQuest for Family Research

Teen Activities
Programs are funded by the Friends and are for teens in grades 6 to 12 unless specifically noted.

 Events on this page were compiled by Teen Librarian Rachel Hapgood.

New Loft Policy

From Page 1

Thursday and Friday, and 

noon to 2 p.m. Saturday 

and Sunday.

“The Wilbraham Public 

Library is committed to 

providing an environment 

that is welcoming, safe 

and comfortable for all 

patrons," the trustees say 

in the policy. "The WPL Loft 

is designed to offer teens a 

devoted space that is both 

safe and intellectually 

stimulating. To that end, 

the WPL has established a 

Loft teen use policy. The 

Loft teen use policy is 

operative on a twelve-

month basis.”

Non-teens in the Loft will 

be alerted to relocate 15 

minutes before the 

restricted hours begin.

From Page 1

HeritageQuest is a great complementary resource to Ancestry Library Edition, and 

some of the collections included overlap. The main differences are that you can 

use HeritageQuest at home, and you have to select a specific collection, such as 

U.S. Census or Wills & Probate, before searching. This resource is made available 

through the Massachusetts Library System and MBLC, so anyone in Massachusetts 

has access.

From the library’s homepage, www.wilbrahamlibrary.org, hover over Resources & 

Learning and select Gale Databases. Scroll down until you reach ProQuest 

HeritageQuest, and click on the button to open their database. 

Ask a librarian to help get you started, or sign up for our Intro to Ancestry Library 

Edition class on March 5 from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. The instruction portion will include 

HeritageQuest.

-- Assistant Library Director Mary Bell

Our music CDs are are sporting a new look. This 

winter, we have been taking the discs out of the 

old, hard plastic cases and putting them in slim, 

soft plastic envelopes. This will make the 

collection easier to flip through and save shelf 

space at the same time. You will find them in the 

northwest corner of the library.

Slimmer Cases Spruce Up Music Collection

Wednesday, April 22: 

Join us for Teen Paint 

Sip Fun (grades 6-

12)  from 2 to 3:30 

p.m. to paint “Relax,” 

a peaceful beach 

scene (shown here). 

Friday, April 24: Seasoned (pun intended) cooking 

teacher Julie Manning shows teens the basics of 

microwave “mug” recipes  -- in this case, Pizza 

in a Mug, noon to 1 p.m.

Both programs require registration as space is 

limited. Sign up on our website.

April Spring Break
Our Teen Advisory Board (TAB) meets monthly during the 

school year on Mondays from 4 to 5:30 p.m. New members 

are always welcome. TAB has been busy making no-sew 

fleece blankets for Shriners Hospital and planning teen 

library programs.

Our Teen Book Club (Grades 8-12) meets monthly during 

the school year on Fridays, 3 to 4 p.m. See our website to 

find out what we are reading and dates of meetings. 

Our new Super Smash Bros. program continues to be very 

popular! Play Nintendo Switch video games on our big 

screen in the Brooks Room and enjoy Pafumi's pizza. Meets 

monthly on Fridays from 3 to 4:30 p.m. Check our online 

calendar for exact dates. No registration needed. 

TAB, Book Club, Smash Bros.



       Children's Activities 
     All programs are free but space is limited and registration is required. Page compiled by Children's Librarian Heidi Kane.

Read to Cadence
March 3 & April 7

Megan Marshall, a volunteer 

from Bright Spot Reading 

Buddies,  visits the library so 

children ages 5-plus can read 

to her therapy dog, Cadence. 

Sign-ups for 10-minute slots 

begin Feb. 18 for March 3 and 

March 23 for April 7. 

Tuesdays, March 3 to April 28, 10:30 to11:30 a.m.

Sign-ups start Feb. 11 for this program of stories, songs and 

skill-building led by Jane Christian from Pathways for Parents. 

Grow, Play, Learn is for children birth to age 4. Includes 

curriculum, Ages & Stages, with a questionnaire and resources 

to fit your child’s individual needs. There is no class March 17. 

This program is made possible by a Pathways for Parents / 

Coordinated Family and Community Engagement grant 

administered by the Collaborative for Educational Services.

March 4 to April 9

Two classes:  2 to 

3½ years old 

(with an adult), 

Wednesdays, 10 

to 10:30 a.m.;  
3½ to 5 years old 

(independent), 

Thursdays, 10 to 

10:45 a.m.  
Registration for 

Wilbraham 

residents begins 

Feb. 11 at 10 

a.m. in the 

Children’s 

Department and 

Feb. 13 via 

phone, 596-6141. 
Non-residents 

may register 

beginning Feb. 14 

as space allows.  

Funded by the 

Friends.

Tuesday, 4/21

Story Yoga for ages 

2 to 5, 10:30 to 

11:30 a.m. 

Sponsored by 

Pathways for Parents.

Thursday, 4/23

LEGO Man will 

entertain and teach 

kids ages 5 and over 

how to build with 

LEGOs, 11 a.m. to 

noon. Friends 

Funded.

Friday, 4/24

Cooking Cookies in 

a Mug for kids in 

grades 4 and 5, 10 to 

11 a.m.  Friends 

funded.

Sign-ups for each 

program start April 6.

School 
Vacation

Spring 
Story Time

Grow, Play Learn / Pathways for Parents

LEARN 

CHESS

March 26 to 

April 16

This four-

week workshop will teach 

chess skills to children in 

grades 1 to 5. Meetings will be 

Thursdays from 3:30 to 4:55 

p.m. Sign-ups start March 9. 

Funded by the Friends.

Summer Reading is around the corner, so look for information about signing 

up and programs coming soon to our website.
Summer Reading



Carole Alderman, Amo Beal, Stephen Brand and Patricia 

Hallberg, Linda & Doug Burr, Catherine & John Callaghan, 

Judy Cmero, Barbara Christie, Kristine Crimmins, Pat & Maria 

DeAngelis, Jay & Ruth Dwyer, Shirley Facey, M. Andree 

Fitzgerald, Philip Pers & Elin Gaynor, Shannon Gifford, Susan 

& Dan Hanscom, Mary Hernandez, Bob & Joan Heyman, 

Elaine & Robert Holdsworth, Audrey Hunt, Chet Jez, Margerie 

Kirchhof, Harry MacLeod, Linda & Steve Mandolesi, Tom & 

Ann Mango, James & Karen Mauer, Gloria McDonald, Carol 

McMinn, Terry & Poppy Nelson, Nancy Nieske, Zigmund & 

Harriet Pabich, Sherry Phillips, Patricia Pio, Jeff & Chris 

Sagalyn, Elizabeth Setian, Fredy Steng, Claire & Ted 

Stevenson, the Trombley Family, Barbara Wheeler.
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We Deliver! Free Service Helps Homebound Patrons
If you or someone you know has a disability or is otherwise unable to visit the 

library, contact Adult Services Librarian Bernard T. Davidow (413-596-6141) to 

request our outreach service. Library staff or volunteers will bring materials to 

homebound Wilbraham residents and retrieve them later. This goes for people 

in group residences, too. There is no fee; it is part of the library's mission to 

ensure all residents have access to everything their library has to offer.

Business Friend 

In recognition of its ongoing technical 

assistance and support, New England 

Professional Marketing has been selected 

as a WFOL Business Friend. For the past year 

NEPM has voluntarily  worked with Friends 

board members to choose our new logo and 

set up and manage an online website donation 

option. It has also donated consulting services 

to help us with social media upgrades and 

marketing plans. Thanks, NEPM, for all your 

help!


