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Join Great
Decisions
2021 Online
Great Decisions, America’s
largest discussion program
on world aﬀairs, is headed
online this year with eight
sessions beginning in
February.

Read Books, Win Gifts in Winter Challenge
This Year, Programs for Kids, Teens & Adults
Our annual Winter Reading Challenge
begins Jan. 1 with categories for
children, teens and - for the ﬁrst time adults.

Raﬄe prizes include gift cards and
more. Winners will be notiﬁed starting
March 9. Children and teen ﬁnishers
will also receive a free paperback.

Here's the challenge: Read one, two or
three books of your choice and log
them online on your Beanstack
account by Feb. 28. Teens and adults
will also need to log a review for each
book. Finishers can earn up to three
raﬄe tickets, depending on the
number of books read.

Registration begins Jan. 1. If you
participated in past summer or winter
reading programs, simply log in to your
Beanstack account. Newcomers will be
able to create an account by clicking
on the Winter Reading centerpiece on
our website. We also have a Beanstack
tracker app available for download.

Journal for Wellness Workshop

M-W, 9-6 / Th-F, 9-5
Curbside Pickup
Tu & Thu
Visits by Appt
Closed Holidays

A workshop on
developing a journaling
practice will be held
online Wednesday, Jan.
13, from 6 to 7:30 p.m.
Journaling helps people
articulate thoughts and
challenges on the
page. The workshop
will include a
discussion of health
beneﬁts, freewriting
exercises, and tips

about gaining selfawareness through
writing. No previous
writing experience
necessary. The
instructor, Lara Tupper,
is a graduate of the
program for Writers at
Warren Wilson College
(MFA Creative Writing).
She taught writing at
Rutgers University for

Each year, the Foreign Policy
Association selects eight
critical issues facing the
country to be the subjects of
conversation. It also
publishes a brieﬁng book for
participants to read in
advance so they can be
informed and ready to
participate. Here are this
year's topics:
•Global Supply Chains and
National Security
•Persian Gulf Security
•Brexit and the European
Union
•Struggles Over the Melting
Arctic
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many years and now
presents online writing
classes. For 10 years she
was a faculty member at
Kripalu Center for Yoga
and Health, where she led
journaling workshops and
retreats for thousands of
guests seeking wellness
practices.
Register
on our
Event
Calendar
to receive
a Zoom
link.
Lara Tupper

Letter from the President
With the holidays ahead, and social
distancing still in place, many traditions
will be missing this year and social visits
will not have the ease of holidays past.
The Wilbraham Friends of The Library
have devised a way to share some
holiday cheer with your friends and
neighbors despite the restrictions.
The Friends invite you to join our
Holiday Photo Share by sending in
your photos that exemplify what holiday
spirit means to you. The photos can be
of your Christmas tree or menorah, a
decorated house, a festive holiday meal,
snow-covered trees – whatever says
holiday spirit to you.

shared. This isn’t a contest - it is an
eﬀort to share the best of the Holiday
Season with each other and keep our
community’s spirits up. However, three
entries will be chosen at random to
receive a “Thank You” gift.
Submit your photos via email to
friends@wilbrahamlibrary.org or by mail
to the library at 25 Crane Park Drive,
Wilbraham, MA 01095. Include your
name, address, phone number and any
message you wish. There is no entry fee
but donations of $5 are welcome. Start
submitting anytime but
please have them in by
Dec. 17. I can’t wait to

see the submissions
The WFOL will share photos on their
and will start sharing
Facebook page and will create a collage them as soon as they
to be shared before New Year’s. The
come in.
more messages we get, the bigger the
-- Mary Bandouveres,
collage and the more community spirit is Friends president
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•China’s Role in Africa
•The Korean Peninsula
•Roles of International Organizations in
a Global Pandemic
•The End of Globalization?
This year, participants are encouraged
to order their own brieﬁng books; the
library is unable to handle distribution,
as it is open to the public on a limited

basis. To order, visit the bookstore on
the Foreign Policy Association’s website,
www.fpa.org/great_decisions/ The price
is $32.
Register for Great Decisions on our
Event Calendar to receive a Zoom link.
Questions, please call the library.
-- Caroline Welch, adult services librarian

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / Twitter @WilbrahamPubLib / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary

Youth Events

Most of these programs are funded by the Friends of the Library. All are free but many require registration. Check website for details.

Teen Activities
Grades 6 to 12 unless otherwise noted
Hello all. Our Teen Advisory Board
(TAB) is back! We need help from
teens this winter for our annual
community service. Last year’s TAB
eﬀort and community ﬂeece
donations allowed us to donate 23
no-sew ﬂeece blankets to Shriners
Hospital for Children in Springﬁeld.
This year we are organizing “Teen
Craft Kits for Donation.” With
curbside pickup of craft kits and
Zoom, TAB will make dog toys for TJ
O’Connor Animal Control & Adoption

monthly on Fridays from 3 to 4 p.m.
Details on our website. We are
always looking for new members.
We are excited to oﬀer a few new
items. Nintendo Switch Lites,
handheld game consoles, are now
available to be checked out. Call us
Center, as well as ﬂeece blankets for
at 413-596-6141 or email
Shriners. Stay tuned for details.
reference@wilbrahamlibrary.org to
request the Switch Lites as well as
Our virtual Teen Book Club
Switch games. In addition, the
(Grades 8-12) continues to meet

Continues on back page

Children's Activities
Hi everyone! We are busy here at the library ﬁlling
holds for books, media, and special Kid's Grab Bags
put together by Assistant Children’s Librarian Lisa
Nicholson. Miss Lisa has also been creating Take and
Make Kits along with the related crafting videos for
families. The videos can be accessed on our website
by clicking on the YouTube icon, next to the Facebook
icon. (You can also click on our “Library Hacks” playlist
and view videos on how to access your account and
how to place a hold.) The Take and Make Kits are
available through curbside pickup and during in-person
browsing appointments.
If you miss Story Time and the wonderful crafts you
did, request our special Kid’s Take & Make activity
kits. Click on our website's center scroll for available
themes. Miss Lisa put these new bags together and
you can request them through email or phone call.
Curbside pickup is required.
We are continuing the partnership with Pathways for
Parents. They are oﬀering virtual programs on our
Facebook page, Pathways for Parent’s Facebook page
and Zoom, which requires registration. Programs

include Story Yoga with Miss Jane, bilingual
classes for preschoolers, and Renee Coro’s music
class. All programs are free. Check out our website
and social media for more information. We now have
even more of the popular Wonderbooks with built-in
audio, including picture books and chapter books.
Search our catalog with a keyword “wonderbook” to
browse our collection. We
also have a new collection
of Nintendo Switch
games and many new
Tablet Launchpads one per card, please. Our
children’s databases can
be helpful with the at
home learning. Check out
TumbleBooks,
TumbleMath and
Teachables. Find a large
We've added new Wonderbooks.
list of links on our website
toolbar under “We Recommend>Children.”
We miss seeing everyone. Be safe and keep reading!
- Children's Librarian Heidi Kane
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Madagascar: Biodiversity Hotspot
Learn about the history, customs and traditions of
Madagascar, the fourth largest island in the world, on
Tuesday, Feb. 23, at 6 p.m. Having existed in isolation
for 80 million years, this island is a biodiversity hotspot,
home to plants and animals found nowhere else. Soak
in the lush ﬂora and fauna, including
the beloved lemurs of Madagascar.
Your host will be Amy Dane, a
lecturer, photographer, and world
traveler who has visited over 120
countries. Register on our Event
Calendar for a Zoom link.
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teen department has new video games,
Playaway audio books, and Teen Book &
Movie Kits (read the book, then watch the
movie).
Our teen databases are great resources for athome learning and more. From our new oﬀering of
Teen Book Cloud to Teen Health & Wellness,
browse a list on links on our website at “We
Recommend"> "Teens”. This is also a great place
to ﬁnd book recommendations for teens.
Keep Reading and Be Well,
- Teen Services Librarian Rachel Hapgood

New & Renewing Friends, August to October 2020
Lynda & Gordon Allen, Melissa Binns, Bob & Jane Boilard, Len & Judy Borsari, Barbara & Donald Bourcier, Elaine
Broderick, Marie & David Chivers, Felice & Richard Coﬀey, Martha & Walter Damon, Phil DeForge, Craig & Karen
Demers, Diehl Family, Mary Doyle, Phyllis Ervin, John & Rita Grover, Thyra Hadank, Dan Hatten, Nancy Joyce,
Virginia Lasonde, Jean Lasonde, Ellen Leritz, Brad & Nancy Macpherson, Carol Marchesseault, Ginny McKeon,
Eugenia Megas, Sheila Nadolski, Barbara Pino, Mary Polom, Kathleen Reed, James Ryan, Dorothy
Schwendenmann, Ann Setnes, Janet & Dan Shea, Walter & Laurel Stachura, Patricia Tessier, Gloria Tomassetti,
Karin Tongue, Catherine Tucker, Albert D. and Mary E. Whiry, Sam & Beverly Williams.

