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Summer Reading Starts June 12
'Tails & Tales' Programs for Kids, Teens, Adults 

     Our highly popular Summer Reading program, which offers participants 

the chance to win raffle tickets for gift cards and other prizes, begins 

Saturday, June 12. 

    In addition, every child and teen who successfully completes the 

program will win a free book from a list of popular titles.

Normal Hours Are Back!
Saturday Hours Resume June 5: 9am  2pm

     We are delighted to welcome 

everyone back inside the library, no 

appointments needed, for the same 

hours we enjoyed pre-COVID.

     The library is open Monday 

through Wednesday 9 a.m. to 8 

p.m., and Thursday and Friday 9 

a.m. to 5 p.m. (Restricted hours and 

entry by appointment-only ended 

May 21.)
     Also, beginning June 5, we will 

be open Saturdays 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

     We will be following state 

guidelines regarding the wearing of 

masks, social distancing, and other 

health protocols.

    Patrons are responsible for 

wiping down their computers, 

seating and other surfaces after use 

- and before, if desired. Sanitizing 

wipes and sprays will be provided 

for this purpose. Gloves are 

available too; their use is optional.  

Norman Rockwell & Defining Views on Race
     Art historian Jane Oneail will lead an 

exploration of "Norman Rockwell: 

Inclusion, Exclusion, and Defining 

Views on Race" in a virtual program 

Tuesday, July 20, at 6 p.m. 
     Rockwell is heralded for depicting 

and defining American life.  He often 

captured bittersweet images of people 

experiencing universal and relatable 

feelings of being left out or left behind. 

Yet his works are devoid of America’s 

rich cultural and racial diversity. 

Toward the end of his career, Rockwell 

painted several poignant works about 

race that can be seen as an extension 

of his earlier sense of the power of 

inclusion and exclusion.

     Oneail has degrees from Boston 

University and Harvard University.  She 

has taught art history at the college 

level for more than a decade, most 

recently at Southern New Hampshire 

University. Register on our Events 

Calendar to receive a Zoom link. 
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The Benefits of Being a Friend

 

There are many benefits that 

come with being a member of 

the Wilbraham Friends of the 

Library:

• Knowing that you are 

supporting an establishment that 

serves every demographic group 

in town – no socio-economic 

barriers at the library! 

• Knowing that you are 

supporting literacy – in every 

format available in today’s 

world. 

• Knowing that you are helping 

to expose children to libraries as 

vibrant, exciting places to learn - 

not dark places to be shushed.

There are also tangible benefits 

for supporting WFOL. Thank-you gifts that serve as more than just a “Thank 

You,” they help raise awareness of WFOL:

• Glass cleaners to whip out, flourish the Friends logo for everyone at the 

table to see, and put away knowing you have sent a subliminal message.

• Tote bags to take to the grocery store, fill with snacks you would never 

want anyone you know you ate, and deliver the 

message to support the Friends.

• To-go mugs placed strategically on your desk so 

your co-workers know you are a “Friend” and therefore 

very, very cool.

These are just some of the current WFOL benefits. To be 

unveiled soon: A new “WFOL” Discount Card that will 

give WFOL members discounts to area merchants.

  -- Mary Bandouveres, Friends president  

Facebook @WilbrahamLibrary / Twitter @WilbrahamPubLib / Instagram @wilbrahamlibrary

Letter from the President

     Now that musems are 

starting to re-open to the 

public, patrons can again 

reserve a museum pass 

through our online reservation 

system.  You can also view a 

list of the museums we have 

passes for. Each museum 

offers different discounts which 

can found by clicking on "Learn 

more" under the museum 

name.  Check with the 

museum you plan to visit to 

confirm its hours and visitor 

policies.  Museum passes are 

funded by the Friends of the 

Library.

Museum Passes 
Return to Catalog

https://www.facebook.com/WilbrahamLibrary/
https://twitter.com/wilbrahampublib
https://www.instagram.com/wilbrahamlibrary/


Get the App, 
Skip the Line

The meeScan app 

allows you to check 

out library items right 

from your smart 

phone or tablet, 

allowing you to 

maintain social 

distancing and to skip 

any line at the service 

desk. Download the 

meeScan app from the 

app library for your 

device. Inside the 

library building, use it 

to connect to our 

checkout system. This 

illustration takes you 

through the process. If 

you need help, a staff 

member will be happy 

to assist you.
Graphic by Sue Witham, borrower services

Library Opening 6 Days a Week, You May Notice Some Changes

'Holds' Out Front

     People returning to the library will notice certain 

changes inside. Items on "hold" are no longer kept 

behind the service desk. They are shelved in a "self-

pickup" area immediately to the right as you enter 

from the foyer.  To protect patron privacy, the spines 

will be flush against the bookshelf and not visible to 

passers-by. Slips will contain the first three letters of 

the patron's last name and the last four digits of the 

patron's phone number.

Self-Scan App   

     We encourage patrons to check out those items, 

and any others chosen during their visit, on the self-

checkout machines or by using a convenient 

meeScan app on your smart phone. However, 

patrons may also bring their items to the service 

desk to have a staff member check out their 

materials.

Brooks Room

     The Brooks Room will be available for booking in 

accordance with the latest state guidance on lifting 

capacity restrictions. In addition, we are welcoming 

artists to once again display their paintings, photos, 

crafts and other materials in the Brooks Room 

beginning as early as July.

No Late Fees 

     For now, we are still not charging late fees on our 

books, movies and other items, a practice we began 

when returning materials to the library was not 

possible.

Curbside Continues With Reduced Hours

     The library will continue to offer curbside pickup 

services, although the number of available slots per 

day will be reduced. Appointments can still be made 

from home via our online Events Calendar or by 

calling the library at 413-596-6141.

Computer Use

     Public computers will be available on a first-come, 

first-served basis on the main floor and in the 

mezzanine. However, as before COVID, the 

mezzanine computers will be off-limits to anyone but 

teenagers 11 to 18 years old during posted hours: 

Monday to Wednesday 2 to 7 p.m., Thursday and 

Friday 2 to 5 p.m., and Saturday noon to 2 p.m. We 

also have Chromebooks available for checkout, but 

they must be returned before the library closes for 

the day.

Continued from Front Page



     The theme this year is "Tails and Tales."

     Sign-ups start the first day; there will be no preregistration. The program runs 

through Saturday, Aug. 14.

     It's easy to join.

     Participants in every category can sign up online, though some categories give 

you the option of signing up on paper (see below). To get to the registration site, 

go to our website beginning June 12 and click on the center slide for Tails and 

Tales. Or go directly to https://wilbrahamlibrary.beanstack.org .

     We recommend downloading the Beanstack app available wherever you find 

apps for your device and to sign up that way. If you have particpated in past 

summer or winter reading programs here, log in using your already established 

account.

     Here are particulars for each category.

                        Children
                                                                      (Pre-School to entering 5th Grade)

     Sign up online or in the library on paper. If online, please use one family member's 

email to sign up everyone. You cannot use the same email twice.

     After registering, pick up your logbook in the Children’s Department.

     To earn prizes, kids must read - or be read to - for 20 minutes a day for 21 days. A 

parent or guardian needs to initial the completed log and return it to the library starting 

Monday, Aug. 2.

     Finishers will receive a free, new paperback book, a Rice Fruit Farm ice cream cone coupon, a

Texas Roadhouse kid’s meal coupon, a coloring sheet, and prizes from our treasure chest. In addition, each 

finisher will be automatically entered into our raffles for gift cards. Winners will be announced starting Aug. 17.

-- Children's Librarian Heidi Kane

                                         Teens
                                                      (Grades 6 to 12)

    The teen Summer Reading challenge is completely online this year, including registration.

     Read a book and write a book review to earn a new paperback, a coupon for a Pafumi's To 

Go pizza slice, and a Rice Fruit Farm ice cream coupon. 

     In addition, each logged book review will earn a raffle ticket to win prizes including gift 

cards, books and more. Up to eight reviews will be accepted.

-- Teen Services Librarian Rachel Hapgood

                                                           Adults
    The adult Summer Reading program is back, and it’s online again this year using 

Beanstack.  Adults can sign up online, then can log up to eight books, along with a brief 

review of each, and earn up to eight tickets to compete for raffle prizes. Winners will be 

announced on Tuesday, Aug. 17.

     Any adult who prefers a paper reading log can stop by the library instead to register 

and obtain a log.  Or create your own and record up to eight books read along with a brief 

review of each.  Paper reading logs must be returned to the library by Saturday, Aug. 14, 

so that everyone who participates can be considered for the prizes. 

-- Adult Services Librarian Caroline Welch

    

 Thank you to the Wilbraham Friends of the Library, CSLP, Pathways for Parents, Rice Fruit Farm, Texas 

Roadhouse, Pafumis To Go, LUSO, the MLS, and the Boston Bruins for making this important program possible.

Join Us for Summer Reading 2021
Continued from Front Page

https://wilbrahamlibrary.beanstack.org
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Now You Can See 
What the Library 
Offered Years Ago

     Ever wonder what 

the library added to its 

collection in, say, 1892? 

Or the year you (or your 

parents) were born? 

     Now you can find out.
     “The Wilbraham 

Library Accessions 

Books, 14 books running 

from the library’s 

opening in 1892 through 

1966, list the books 

bought for the library’s 

collection,” said 

Assistant Director Mary 

Bell. “This is the latest in 

library-related local 

history collections that 

we’ve digitized through 

the Boston Public Library 

and the Digital 

Commonwealth.”

    The Accessions Books 

can be viewed by going 

to https://bit.ly/3boQFxc 

and clicking on a title to 

read it or download it.

     Other digitized bound 

books in the library’s 

collection, such as the 

Wilbraham Town Reports 

and Minnechaug 

yearbooks, are also 

available.

     For questions about 

this collection or the 

library’s local history 

collection, contact Mary 

Bell at 413-596-6141 

ext. 160 or email 

mbell@wilbrahamlibrary.

org.

      The theme for Summer Reading 2021 is “Tails and Tales,” so what could be 

better than a visit to the Maldives with naturalist and photographer Joy Marzolf? 

Join us Tuesday, June 15, at 6 p.m for a virtual program on the Maldives, a series 

of low-lying coral atolls in the Indian Ocean just south of Sri Lanka and India. A 

lush tropical paradise, this 

country is also known for its 

amazing marine life. From 

massive, but harmless, whale 

sharks to rare hawksbill turtles 

and beautifully colored fish, the 

Maldives has an astounding 

variety of life.  Large schools of 

manta rays, sometimes up to 

200 or more, are also found 

near these islands. Marzolf has 

worked in this field for over 20 years, the previous 14 of which have been with the 

Massachusetts Audubon Society. She will share her own breathtaking photographs 

of many beautiful and unusual creatures. Register on our Events Calendar to 

receive the Zoom link.

'Visit' Maldives, a Tropical Wonderland

     For the first summer, our Teen Book Club (Grades 8-12) will continue to meet 

monthly on Fridays from 3 to 4 pm on Zoom. Teens can choose from two book 

selections in July and from two in August, though they can read all four if desired. 

Copies of the books are available at the library front desk. Check our website for 

more information and join us. We are always looking for new members!

Teen Book Club Will Meet in July, August This Year

Golf-Related Injuries and How to Prevent Them
     Golf season is here! Want to enjoy it without being encumbered by golf-related 

injuries? On Wednesday, June 23, at 6 p.m., join Jaimee Mace, a physical therapist 

in sports medicine, for a presentation about common golf injuries and how to 

prevent them. You will get tips on how to reduce pain during everyday activities 

and learn key stretches that can keep you on the golf course for years to come. 

This is a virtual program. Register on our Events Calendar to receive a Zoom link.

July August

http://www.wilbrahamlibrary.org/
http://www.eventkeeper.com/mars/xpages/xp_newpopevent.cfm?zeeOrg=WILBRAHAM&EventID=6623983&sw=1680
https://bit.ly/3boQFxc
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=504970
https://www.eventkeeper.com/code/ekform.cfm?curOrg=WILBRAHAM&curID=477289
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New & Renewing Friends, February to April 2021
Marjorie Agerton, Carol Albano, Carole Alderman, Joan Audette, Bandouveres Family, Susan & 
Charlie Bennett, Mary Besko, Jeanette Bond, Stephen Brand, Raymond & Susan Burk, Doug & Linda 
Burr, Joan & Robert Butler, Claire & David Clini, Colkos Family, Carol Conlon, Sheila Cregg, Linda 
Dagradi, Mary Danio, Karen Demers, Jay & Ruth Dwyer, Joyce & Larry Emerle, Candy & Rick 
Erickson, Jack & Kathy Farrell, Pauline Fillion, Nicola Gioscia, Kristina & John Guerin, Philip Halon, 
Dan & Susan Hanscom, Megan Harrigan, Glenn Havican, Norma Hill, Alan Izatt, Chet Jez, Liz & 
Steve Jones, Tim & Heidi Kane, Virginia Kasten, Janice Knittle, Cynthia & Charles MacGowan, Gloria 
McDonad, Veronica Meschke, Gay Miltenberger, Joan Monteiro, Ann Moore, Linda Moreno, Cynthia 
O'Sullivan, Mary Omartian, David & Patrice Parke, Patterson Family, Allan & Nancy Peck, Paul & 
Evelyn Pesce, Susan & Gary Petzold, Carla Pierce, Pauline Rauch, Sarah Rowe, Lydia Bell & James 

Wilbraham Friends of the Library / Facebook @WilbrahamFriends

Use this QR 
code to read 
the newsletter 
online, with 
active, 
clickable 
links 
(underlined 
words).

Sadoski, Mary-Lou Sanderson, Kathy & Frank Sarnelli, 
Roger & Patricia Schifferli, Debra Searles, Patricia & 
Ronald Serra, Donna Sherer, Jeffrey Smith, Jeanne & 
Larry Smith, Fredy Steng, Claire & Ted Stevenson, Terri 
Strandberg, Tassinari Family, Scott Taylor, Jay & Kathy 
Taylor, Janie Tencza, Tranghese Family, Mark & Karen 
Tresch, Trombley Associates, Charles & Patricia Tutty, 
Jack & Ellen Welch, Diane Weston, Roger & Connie 
White, Marjorie & Bruce Williams. Five others wish to 
remain anonymous.
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